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INTRODUCTION 
Fo r ma ny yea rs the pa thology depa rtment at the 
Medica l College of Virginia has been a n important 
center fo r studies in pa leopatho logy. O ver the p ast 
ten yea rs members of the department have collabora-
ted with numerous investigators both in the U nited 
States and a broad, giving semina rs and training to 
physicians, anthropologists, and a rchaeologists. In 
the spring o f 1977, a symposium was orga nized at the 
annua l meeting o f the Ame rican Associatio n of Phys-
ica l A nth ropologists in Seatt le, W ashington, to bring 
together investigators in t he a rea o f paleoepide-
mio logy. At this meeting resea rchers fro m MCV and 
o ther institutio ns attempted to correlate data fro m a 
va riety o f sources and provide scho la rs in ma ny dis-
cipl ines with a resume o f some d isease ma nifestati ons 
of va ried etiolog ies. 
R eaders o f the MCV Q UA RTER LY, Vo lume 
12, N um ber 2, 1976, wi ll remem ber the series of 
stud ies in pa leopatho logy published by investigators 
at MC V. W e believe it will be of interest to publi sh in 
thi s issue some o f the pa pers presented a t the Sea ttle 
meeting by outside investigators whose studies cover 
areas of the U nited Sta tes, the Eastern Mediterra-
nean , a nd Egypt. 
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